
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 19 May 2022] 

 p2596b-2596b 
Ms Meredith Hammat 

 [1] 

DOOLANN-LEISHA EATTS — TRIBUTE 

Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS M.J. HAMMAT (Mirrabooka) [12.53 pm]: I rise to pay tribute to Doolann-Leisha Eatts, who passed away on 
29 March. I acknowledge in the Speaker’s gallery her family members Walter Eatts, Glenda Kickett, Mark Kickett 
and Samuel Pilot, and the former member for Mirrabooka Janine Freeman. 

Doolann-Leisha was a proud Whadjuk Ballardong elder. She was born in 1939 when Noongar people were 
segregated on reserves and subject to repressive government policies. She rose from these beginnings to become 
one of our most respected Aboriginal elders, living in both Balga and Girrawheen during her life. Her experiences 
led her to become an advocate for issues confronting Aboriginal people and her life was spent improving outcomes 
for them. She was widely respected for her knowledge of culture and language, and contributed to heritage and 
educational programs for more than 30 years, highlighting the Noongar history of Perth. She was a member of many 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal committees and was appointed to elder groups at the Cities of Stirling, Wanneroo, 
Perth, Vincent and Joondalup. She was one of the Noongar elders to welcome the Queen when the Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting was held in Perth, when she reminded the Duke of Edinburgh that this was her 
family’s land and it had been stolen from them. She was recognised with many awards, including NAIDOC awards 
and being inducted into the WA Women’s Hall of Fame. Her book, Doolann: Our Country, my Nyungah Home, 
tells of her family life and grandmother’s story. Doolann-Leisha showed us all a path of reconciliation, providing 
wisdom and inspiration, and challenging us all to do more to achieve reconciliation. 
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